
















The Nittany Lion Shrine is a large lion sculpture made by Heinz Warneke located at the 
main campus of  the Pennsylvania State University. The shrine is the second most 
photographed landmark in Pennsylvania, behind the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia. 
 
The Nittany Lion Shrine at Pennsylvania State University was dedicated on October 24, 
1942 during Homecoming. Animalier Heinz Warneke and stonecutter Joseph Garatti 
created it from a 13-ton block of Indiana Limestone. The shrine was chosen from six 
models submitted by Warneke.  The shrine is a gift of  the class of  1940 and rests in a 
natural setting of  trees near Recreation Building. 

 
In 2013 the shrine was renovated to improve the lighting, add a sidewalk, and add large 
decorative stones. The improvement was the gift by the Penn State's class of  2012. 
 

In 1966 Sue Paterno (wife of  football coach Joe Paterno), and a friend secretly splashed 
water-soluble orange paint on the Nittany Lion statue the week of  the Syracuse game. 
Later that week Syracuse fans covered the statue in oil-based paint, which was tougher to 
remove. Since then, students guard the Lion Shrine every homecoming. 

 
In another football weekend incident in 1978, the Lion Shrine was vandalized when a 
blunt object was used to break off  the statue's right ear. The original sculptor - Heinz 
Warneke - was alive at the time and, with some difficulty, was able to match the stone 
and repair the damaged ear. This incident led to the site being guarded during home 
football games. 



 
The Berkeys 
The Berkey Creamery, as it is now called, was named for the generous donation from Jeanne and 
Earl Berkey.  
The couple owned the Berkey Milk Company in Somerset until 1968 and continued in the retail 
ice cream business until 1977.  Over the years, Jeanne and Earl helped many Penn Staters gain a 
foothold in the dairy industry.  Five Berkey Milk Company superintendents were Penn State 
graduates and their plant was used for University milk testing. 
 
Berkey Creamery store 
The store is two and one half  times the size of  the old Creamery.  With all the extra space, it now 
can seat 80 people inside, 60 outside under the canopy, 72 under the umbrella tables, and countless 
others on the seat walls that border the landscaping around the new Food Science Building.  
 
Today the Creamery occupies the first floor of  the new Food Science Building on the corner of  
Bigler and Curtin Roads. 
 
Creamery Production and Processing areas 
Along with the Creamery Store, individual areas for the processing of  fluid milk and the 
manufacture of  sour cream, various cheeses, and the famous ice cream, frozen yogurt, and 
sherbet, also call the new location home. A quality-control lab, refrigeration equipment, office 
space, and dry storage areas occupy part of  this space. 
 
Another portion accommodates the Creamery's dairy processing wet and dry processing pilot 
plants.  Its modern processing equipment enables the Creamery to serve as a laboratory for food 
science faculty and students conducting dairy research and for dairy industry professionals testing 
solutions to technical problems. Researchers use the Creamery's facilities to study the effects of  
processing and storage on a dairy product's microbiological makeup, nutritional value, and flavor. 
 



The Process to make Ice Cream: 
• The basic ingredients are blended and pasteurized in equipment that heats the mixture to destroy harmful 
bacteria.  
• The mixture is homogenized under high pressure to break up fat globules and impart a smoother texture.  
• Once cooled, the mixture is pumped into storage vats, cooled further, and held until it is ready to freeze.  
• Two continuous freezers that each produce 250 gallons of  ice cream per hour, yields a semifrozen product 
that is ready to receive fruits or nuts.  
• Workers then package the ice cream and cool it at -28 degrees Fahrenheit in the hardening room. A three-
gallon container of  ice cream reaches this temperature in about 10 hours.  
 
Facts: 
• Built in 1889 with part of  a $7,000 state appropriation 
•  Yearly the creamery makes: 

 25,000 pounds of  sour cream 
 28,000 pounds of  ricotta cheese 
 150,000 pounds of  cream cheese 
 62,000 pounds of  cheddar cheese 
 60,000 pounds of  yogurt 
 225,000 gallons of  its famous ice cream and sherbet.  

 
• About half  comes from a 225-cow herd at the University's Dairy Production Research Center, and the rest 
is purchased from an independent milk producer. 
•  Each year approximately 4.5 million pounds of  milk pass through the Creamery's holding tanks 
•  Burkey Creamery ice cream, with a butterfat content of  14.1 percent, contains only the very best 
ingredients: fresh milk and cream, of  course, and pure vanilla from Madagascar. An imported extract 
flavors the peach ice cream, and fruit and nuts are brought in from the Pacific Northwest.  
•  Only one person has been able to mix two flavors at the creamery and that is President Bill Clinton while 
he was a sitting president.  He went back years after leaving office and tried to mix the ice cream flavors 
and Creamery staff  would not let him.   
 
 
 



Mount Nittany is the common name for Nittany Mountain, a prominent geographic 
feature in Centre County, Pennsylvania. The mountain is part of  a ridge that 
separates Nittany Valley from Penns Valley, with the enclosed Sugar Valley between them. 
On USGS topographic maps, Nittany Mountain is generally shown as the lower ridge line 
that runs below Big Mountain on the west and Big Kettle Mountain on the east side, 
coming together to form a single ridge line at the southern terminus. This nomenclature is 
not always consistently applied to the same geologic formation, and there is a shorter 
Nittany Mountain ridge shown above the Sugar Valley as well, its well known in the United 
States. 
 
The word Nittany is derived from the Algonquian language word Nit-A-Nee meaning "single 
mountain". According to the Penn State folklore, Nit-A-Nee is also the name of  an Indian 
maiden whose actions caused Mount Nittany to be formed. The original inhabitants of  the 
area used Nit-A-Nee to describe the mountain, and it likely became commonly known 
as Nittany by the first Europeans to settle the area in the 18th century. The 
word Nittany was already in use by the time Pennsylvania State University was founded. 
Some sources cite the word Nit-A-Nee as meaning "barrier against the wind", which is not as 
likely. 

 
In 1945 the landowners of  Mount Nittany were preparing to sell the mountain, allegedly to 
use timber rights. The alumni of  the Lion's Paw Senior Society who heard of  this bought 
an option to buy the mountain. It took the Lion's Paw alumni until May 1946 to raise the 
money needed to buy the mountain. In 1981, Lion's Paw established the Mount Nittany 
Conservancy, an organization intended to raise money from the general public in addition 
to the money raised by Lion's Paw members. Since its establishment, the Mount Nittany 
Conservancy has purchased hundreds of  additional acres on Mount Nittany. 



Old Coaly (1855 – January 1, 1893) was a mule who helped to build the original Old 
Main building on the campus of  the Pennsylvania State University and gained fame 
as an early Penn State mascot. 
 
Born in Kentucky in 1855, Coaly came to Pennsylvania in 1857 with his owner, 
Piersol Lytle, whose son Andy was among the workmen hired to construct Old 
Main. Coaly was used primarily to haul limestone blocks to the construction site 
from a quarry located on what is today a part of  the Old Main lawn, near the 
intersection of  College Avenue and Pugh Street. A plaque now marks the quarry's 
location. 
 
So great was their affection for Coaly that his bones were preserved and housed in 
various buildings throughout campus over the years. His skeleton was relocated to 
the first floor of  the HUB–Robeson Center (HUB), to coincide with the 
sesquicentennial celebration of  the school in 2004. Several points of  interest on 
campus have been named in honor of  Old Coaly; There was an eatery in the HUB 
known as "Coaly's Cafe" until renovations on the building necessitated its closing 
between 2001 and 2002. Penn State's new baseball stadium, Medlar Field at Lubrano 
Park, features a food concession called "Coaly's Corner".  
 
There is also an honorary society for College of  Agricultural Sciences students at 
Penn State named "The Coaly Society". 



Beaver Stadium is an outdoor college football stadium in University Park, Pennsylvania, United States, on 
the campus of The Pennsylvania State University. It is home to the Penn State Nittany Lions of  the Big Ten 
Conference since 1960, though some parts of  the stadium date back to 1909. The stadium is named 
for James A. Beaver, a former governor of Pennsylvania (1887–91) and president of  the university's board of  
trustees. 

 
Beaver Stadium has an official seating capacity of  106,572, making it currently the second-largest stadium in 
the Western Hemisphere and the sixth-largest in the world. 
Beaver Stadium is widely known as one of  the toughest venues for opposing teams in collegiate athletics. In 
2008, Beaver Stadium was recognized as having the best student section in the country for the second 
consecutive year.  The stadium is the first to have its interior included in Google Street View. 
 

Until 1893, Penn State teams participated in sporting events on Old Main lawn, a large grassy area in front 
of  the primary classroom building of  the time. Beaver Field, a 500-seat structure located behind the current 
site of  the Osmond Building, was the first permanent home for Penn State's football team, and the first 
game played there was a Penn State victory over Western University of  Pennsylvania (now the University of  
Pittsburgh) on November 6, 1893. In 1909, New Beaver Field opened just northeast of Rec Hall, roughly in 
the current location of  the Nittany Parking deck. It served as Penn State's stadium until 1960, when the 
entire 30,000 seat stadium was dismantled and moved to the east end of  campus, reassembled and expanded 
to 46,284 seats--the lower half  of  the current facility--and dubbed Beaver Stadium. 

 
The stadium has been expanded six times, reflecting Penn State's rise to national prominence under Joe 
Paterno --more than doubling in size in the process. Expansions in 1972 brought capacity to 57,538. 
Another expansion in 1976 increased capacity to 60,203. In 1978, 16,000 seats were added when the stadium 
was cut into sections and raised on hydraulic lifts, allowing the insertion of  seating along the inner ring of  
the stadium where the track had previously been located, raising capacity to 76,639. In 1980, maximum 
capacity increased to 83,770. In 1985, walkways were added around the tops of  the end zones and entry 
ramps at the stadium's corners resulted in lowering the capacity to 83,370. An expansion was completed for 
the 1991 football season, placing an upper deck addition over the north end zone and raising capacity to 
93,967. 



 
A major and somewhat controversial construction project took place in 2001, raising the stadium's total capacity to 
107,282. An upper deck was added to the south end of  the stadium, blocking the view of  neighboring Nittany 
Mountain (which had sentimental value for some fans), but making Beaver Stadium the second largest stadium in 
nation, behind Michigan Stadiumin Ann Arbor, MI. 
 
In 2006, the stadium underwent major structural and aesthetic upgrades. Old steel beams supporting the upper seats in 
the east, north and west were replaced and strengthened, and new railing was installed, stronger than the old railing 
which collapsed following the 2005 Ohio State game.  In 2007, over 22,000 student tickets sold out in 59 minutes. In 
2008, when tickets were sold by grade, tickets allotted for junior sold out in 90 seconds, and those for sophomores and 
freshmen sold out in under three minutes each.  In 2011, the stadium capacity was reduced from 107,282 seats to 
106,572 to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  A view of  the lettering and years added to the suites in 
2006. 
 
The appearance of  the stadium has been enhanced with the addition of  large blue letters spelling out "The 
Pennsylvania State University" on the west-facing suites, and a list of  Penn State's undefeated, national championship, 
and Big Ten championship years underneath. 2012 is the exception, which was added to this list during the November 
24, 2012 game against Wisconsin to honor the team that played after sanctions were passed down during the aftermath 
of  the Jerry Sandusky scandal. On the opposite side of  the stadium, letters spelling, "Penn State Nittany Lions" have 
been added to the press box, with "Beaver Stadium" running below. Nine markers depicting the various traditions of  
Beaver Stadium, including the Blue Band, the student section, and the blue buses which bring the team to the stadium, 
have been placed around the stadium as well. In late October, the walls surrounding the field were refaced with 
Pennsylvania limestone. An iron gate has replaced the old chain-link face at the players' entrance into the stadium. On 
the new gate the words "PENN STATE" appear in blue. 
 
Currently, the Penn State OPP and Athletic Department are working to upgrade the North and South Video Boards. 
The Renovation would include expanding the size of  the video board by eliminating the current game clock and lamp 
matrix display. The two current options proposed include a screen size of  either 109 feet by 29 feet or a larger option 
of  158 feet by 29 feet. Another option being considered by the university includes a completely new scoreboard 
designed by Anthony James Partners (AJP). This design includes an even larger screen than either of  the two 
renovation options. Additionally, the design would include a Light-Up Penn State Logo Sign atop both boards. On the 
reverse side of  the South Board, sponsor banners could also be displayed. The project is scheduled to be completed 
prior to the first home game of  the 2014 season. 
 



The Penn State IFC/Panhellenic Dance Marathon, commonly referred to as THON, is a three-
day Dance Marathon that takes place every February at the Pennsylvania State University in University 
Park, Pennsylvania, United States with the purpose of  raising money and providing emotional support to 
children and families in order to combat pediatric cancer. It was started in 1973 by the university's 
Interfraternity Council, and in its first year, more than $2,000 was raised, with 39 couples dancing for 30 hours 
straight. Today, it is the largest student-run philanthropy in the world, by involvement and revenue with 
$13,343,517.33 having been raised at the 2014 event.  The money that is raised is donated to The Four 
Diamonds Fund, a charity devoted to defeating pediatric cancer through research and caring for patients at 
the Penn State Hershey Children's Hospital. 74% of  funds are transferred to an experimental therapeutics 
fund while 12% of  funds are used for patient and family support. 
 

 In 2011, the Four Diamonds Experimental Therapeutics Endowment was funded to a level which enabled the 
Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital to recruit two physician scientists to the Four Diamonds research 
team. More than 15,000 students get involved in THON each year, organizing it and raising funds with the 
rallying cry, "FOR THE KIDS!". 
 
Originally, THON was proposed as a way to rebuild the Intrafraternity Council's image, and began as a dance 
competition. More than $2,000 was raised, and it went to a charity for special needs children, while the couple 
that raised the most money and completed the thirty-hour marathon received $300. The following year, 
fundraising efforts multiplied, the length of  the event was extended to 48 hours, and more than $10,000 was 
raised for the American Heart Association. 
 
In 1977, a new charity was selected to be the recipient of  the money raised by the dance marathon, The Four 
Diamonds Fund. That year, nearly $29,000 was raised, and in 1978, nearly $53,000 was raised and designated 
for pediatric leukemia. That year, in a car accident while travelling from Penn State to the Hershey Medical 
Center to deliver the check for the money raised, several students were injured, and one, Kevin Steinberg, was 
killed. Today, one THON organizer is recognized each year for outstanding service with the Kevin Steinberg 
Award. That event sealed the bond between THON and The Four Diamonds Fund — THON has made a 
pledge that all money raised will be donated to Four Diamonds as long as they continue the fight against 
pediatric cancer. 



In 1979, THON held its Kick-off  Dinner for the first time and also moved into a new home: the Mary Beaver White 
Building. That year, the organization raised $72,132 for the kids. In 1982, Penn State Heisman Trophy winner John 
Cappelletti spoke to the dancers about losing his brother, Joey, to leukemia ten years earlier, and the event that year raised 
more than $95,000, and the following year, the sum of  $131,000 was raised. In 1988, nearly $300,000 was raised, and in 
1990, THON raised $671,000. That year, the Panhellenic Council became an official co-sponsor, and the IFC Dance 
Marathon became the IFC / Panhellenic Dance Marathon. Two years later, the 20th anniversary THON passed the 
million dollar mark. $2.0 million was raised in 1998. 
 
In 1995, the organization chose Stacy Bingler as the first female Overall Chairperson. Two years later, in 1997, the first 
Family Carnival was held, and the next year, THON was held in the White Building for the very last time. In 1999, the 
marathon moved to Rec Hall. $3.0 million was raised in 2000, only one year later. In 2006, the previous record of  $4.1 
million was broken when more than $4.21 million was raised. 2010 marked the fifteenth year Alpha Tau Omega and Zeta 
Tau Alpha were the top money raising organizations, raising more than $308,000 combined and over $1,000,000 in the 
last four years. In addition, Alpha Tau Omega and Zeta Tau Alpha hold the distinction of  having the longest consecutive 
top funding stretch. In 2009, Atlas Benefiting THONbecame the first independent organization to break the $200,000 
mark, raising over $216,000 and being the third overall fundraising organization. Atlas, in 2011, raised $381,884.97, 
marking the first time in THON history that an independent organization was the top fundraiser. Independent 
organizations such as Springfield, benefiting THON the oldest independent organization founded in 2000, and Atlas, the 
top fundraising independent organization, were created for the sole reason of  supporting THON. In 2007, THON was 
moved to the larger Bryce Jordan Center and shortened to 46 hours. 

 
In recent years, with sufficient money to cover treatment costs, THON has shifted its focus to long-term projects. The 
first such project was the establishment of  the Four Diamonds Research Institute at the Penn State Children's Hospital. 
Two endowed chair positions, complete with lab funding and research scholarships, have now been funded. The original 
pledge of  $5 million for this project was made in 1999 and was to be paid over 5 years, but the organization did it in only 
two. In 2004, $10 million, to be contributed over six years, was pledged to create a Pediatric Cancer Pavilion at the 
Hershey Medical Center. While the current facilities are completely modern from a medical point-of-view, treatment 
areas are scattered all over the hospital, and many of  the facilities are not designed for the treatment of  pediatric patients. 
The Pavilion's design will consolidate all of  these functions and include design features—like wide hallways for play and 
water fountains appropriate for a child's height—designed specifically for its young visitors. 

	
THON	2015	raised	a	total	of	$13,026,653.23	



MOVIN’ ON: Penn State University prides itself  in its rich traditions: The Nittany Lion, 
JoePa, Beaver Stadium, the Blue Band, Success with Honor, and, since 1975, a free to 
everyone spring music festival called Movin' On. As one of  the largest student-run music 
festivals in the country, and a Penn State tradition now in its 40th year, Movin' On brings the 
top music of  today, tomorrow, and yesterday together as a celebration of  those graduating 
Nittany Lions "movin' on" in their academic and professional lives.  
 
Since its inception in 1975, Movin' On has remained true to its roots by providing a fun-filled 
day of  diverse music, exciting events, and plenty of  freebies donated by generous corporate 
and local sponsors, all in a substance-free environment and at no charge to students or guests.  
 
In the fall of  2010, Movin' On decided to become its own organization, previously apart of  
Association of  Residence Hall Students (ARHS), and made a move from the HUB lawn to IM 
West field, outside of  Beaver Stadium. The organization then combined two other music 
festivals, "Celebrate Stage" and University Park Undergraduate Association's (UPUA) "Last 
Stop", into one large end of  the year music festival. These organizations now help collaborate 
one of  the nation's largest student-run music festivals.  
 
Movin' On's rich history includes a wide variety of  musical acts including Fall Out Boy, Gym 
Class Heroes, Reel Big Fish, Ben Folds Five, American Hi-Fi, Run DMC, Jimmy Eat World, 
The White Tie Affair, Bowling for Soup, Little Big Town, Lupe Fiasco, O.A.R., Ludacris, 
Young the Giant, the Avett Brothers, and many, many more. 



Old Main, originally called "Main Building" is The Pennsylvania State University’s first building of  major 
significance. It was completed in 1863 after a six-year period of  construction. Hugh McAllister designed the 
structure to contain classrooms, laboratories, offices, a chapel, and residential space for 400 students. 
The limestone used to build the structure was quarried from the land directly in front of  it, and was carried in 
part by a mule named Old Coaly, whose bones were subsequently preserved. After being deemed structurally 
unsound in the 1920s, the building was razed in 1929 and rebuilt in 1930.  The new building, occupying the 
same footprint as the previous structure and incorporating some of  its limestone, was christened "Old Main". 
The renovations cost $837,000, which was mostly paid for by state appropriations and an emergency building 
fund campaign. The bell in the tower was a gift from the 1904 graduating class, and westminster chimes were 
added as a gift of  the 1937 class. The original chimes remained in use until the late 1970s when the university 
replaced them with a mix of  mechanical and electronic bells. These bells eventually gave way in 1993 to the 
digital chimes which ring over the campus today.  
 
Between 1940 and 1949, Henry Varnum Poor utilized the fresco style to paint large murals (over 1300 ft²) on the 
second floor of  Old Main that depict Penn State's land grant history. Today, Old Main serves as the 
administrative center of  Penn State, housing the offices of  the president and other officials.  It is located in 
the Farmers' High School Historic District added to the National Register of  Historic Places in 1981. 
 
The bell was cast in 1871 by William Blake and Co. in Boston, and was just recently restored by the class of  
2009. The bell was removed from the Old Main tower and rung for the first time since 1929. The refurbished 
bell is now on display near old main and the bells heard on campus today are electrical chimes. During the week, 
Old Main's chimes play the Westminster Quarters, but on Fridays and Saturdays, part of  a Penn State school 
fight song, "Hail To The Lion", is played instead. For special events the tune can vary additionally; for example, 
on February 22, 2005, the university's 150th anniversary, the clock tower toned "Happy Birthday to You".  
The frescoes located on the upper walls of  Old Main’s lobby were created from the ideas of  professors Harold 
Dickson, J. Burn Helme and Francis E. Hyslop to pay a tribute to the University’s land grant education. With 
financial aid from the graduating class of  1932, the professors of  art and architectural history hired artist Henry 
Varnum Poor, a well known fresco artist, to design and create the frescoes. He began sketches in 1939 and 
began painting in April 1940. It only took him four short months to complete his original sketches. He was 
rehired in 1948 to paint additional frescoes on either side of  his original piece of  work. The complete mural 
covers about 1,300 square feet (120 m2). 


