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What is Education? 
Education is a journey of life-long enrichment and cognitive development that illuminates 
experiences and enhances decisions (Bok).  It is not just about the information acquired from reading a 
textbook, or the research gathered to write a paper about the social status in Chaucer’s Canterbury 
Tales, but the true acquisition of knowledge that one day will help you make a difference in the world.   
 
Education should not be a struggle, but an opportunity to explore and conquer, to grow and mature, 
to ask the toughest questions and seek out the strongest answers for a myriad of situations (Bolton). 
 
At its very heart, education should transform and inspire.  When I reflect on my educational 
experiences, there is one thing that remains constant: my greatest learning comes from those 
experiences where the information is truly brought to life by an educator with an infectious sense of 
enthusiasm for the topic and the patience and warmth to spark interest in the lesson. Role models such 
as the Advanced Rhetoric and Grammar professor who went out of his way to make sure a hard 
concept was made understandable, the Philosophy professor that saw more, expected more, and 
challenged me to do more or the Associate Dean of Students for Campus Life who mentored and 
guided me to be a better person, always reminding me to stay true to who I am and what I believe in.   
These role models helped me to understand and discover my passion for helping people and making a 
difference in their lives by teaching them how to take control of their experiences and become 
engaged and passionate leaders.   
 
A Mission Towards Self-Authorship 
Today’s students are tomorrow’s leaders.  As an educator, it is my responsibility to help mentor, 
encourage and support ethical principles and behaviors that lead to the development of a self-
authored, life-long learner (Baxter-Magolda).  To challenge and support students, recognizing that 
self-authorship is a perpetual process with no defined beginning and no concrete end, I feel it is my 
responsibility to always remind students they can achieve anything once they make learning an active 
process in which they take the reigns of their experiences.    
 
Engaged Scholarship and the Co-Curriculum 
Working in Residence Life, most of the teachable moments that I have as an educator occur outside 
the classroom in daily interactions with students.  It is my responsibility to help students connect their 
decisions to consequences and help them understand the importance of respect, responsibility and 
what it means to be a part of a community.  Through one on one interaction, I engage students to 
explore who they are and what is important to them.  
 
Active learning requires real-world applications.  As an educator it is my responsibility to foster 
hands-on, Engaged Scholarship opportunities that will ignite passions, spark creativity and foster 
reflection that conceptualizes theory to practice (Boyer).  Through promoting and encouraging 
immersion into the co-curriculum, these hands-on activities and showing them real-world examples 
work in tandem with academia to build invaluable interpersonal skills that are necessary for success.     
 
Diversity and Identity Exploration 
Education should not be static.  It is not something that is born out of darkness nor kept in a box, but 
should incorporate diversity in learning and of the learner.  As an educator, it is my responsibility 
to ensure that education stretches across these boundaries and across all demographics, regardless of 
race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, nationality, ability, socioeconomic status, or age.  
 



Students enter into learning environments with unique experiences outside of my control, however I 
believe life is the ultimate classroom, and as an educator, it is my responsibility to ensure that all 
learners feel safe and comfortable to explore their identity, values and beliefs free of 
condemnation or fear. 
  
New Technologies and Techniques 
As an educator, I feel that it is my responsibility to incorporate new technologies and learning 
techniques into my interactions with students.  Students, after all, are trendsetters for the future and it 
is important that as an educator, I can engage with them on their level.  Students are changing 
everyday and education should be structured in a way that makes learning dynamic and flexible to 
meet the needs of today’s student.  Everyone learns differently, whether they are visual, auditory, 
verbal, logical or kinesthetic learners I strive to understand how a student learns and then incorporate 
lessons and activities based upon the learning style that will engage them the best. 
 
Collaboration 
Learning is a collaborative effort and requires everyone to be actively engaged, educator and student 
alike.  As an educator, it is important to assess motivation and engagement and make adjustments 
based upon these assessments.  I believe that working with students, it is important to help them create 
measurable and effective goals and hold them accountable in meeting those goals.  It is vital to 
actively listen to students and build a strong rapport with them based upon mutual respect and a 
genuine interest in their individuality.  I believe that genuine interest is more than a superficial level of 
interaction, but truly understanding the passions and goals of each student.   
  
Formal Instruction 
Ensuring that students have a strong foundation is important. I facilitate HI ED 302. The goal of 
the class is to prepare students to be effective Resident Assistants on campus by teaching them the 
importance of diversity, active listening, communication, helping skills, conflict mediation, crisis 
management, leadership and community building.  Through this course, I incorporate group 
discussions, case studies, readings, anecdotes, pair and share opportunities and hands on activities that 
engage students in ways that allow them to turn abstract concepts into practice.   
 
I also facilitate a decision-making workshop.  This workshop offers various activities that allow 
students to reflect upon their values and if the decisions they make adequately reflect who they are as 
an individual.  In developing the workshop, I want students to have the opportunity to truly reflect on 
their actions and then use a concept map to analyze alternative decisions to come up with adequate 
solutions to the problems they face.    
 
What is Education? 
So what is education? The question has come full circle. Nelson Mandela once said, “Education is the 
most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” So I ask, What mark are you going 
to leave upon this world?   
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